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Questions: 80pts 

6x 10 point questions and 1x 20 point question. Answers should include complete sentences 

that directly answer the question at hand and explain why you have come to your conclusions.  

  

1) Wilmer poses a question in the title of section 2 chapter 1: “Why do animals visit flowers?”, answer this 

question in your own words. (10 pts) 

 

2) Throughout the passages you’ve read, Wilmer distinguishes between floral visitors and pollinators. Explain 

what this distinction means. (10 pts) 

 

3) What does Wilmer mean when she writes on page 8 that “Pollination by animals may therefore be a 

mutualism … but it is not altruistic…”? (10 pts) 

 

 

4) In your own words, what does the term “pollination syndrome” mean? (10 pts) 

 

5) Why is it criticized as an outdated idea by some pollination biologists? (10 pts) 

 

6) Given the above, why does the idea of pollination syndromes persist? (10 pts) 

 

7) Choosing one species that you observed in the herbarium or greenhouse today:  

 

(A) Classify its “syndrome” (i.e. the kinds of floral visitors that pollinate it), as best you can, according to 

what we talked about in lab and what you learned from the Wilmer readings.  

(5 pts) 

 

(B) Use Web of Science (via the NCSU library system) or Google Scholar to find 1 primary literature source 

that describes the floral visitors of this species. Using this source, answer the following questions: 

B.i) What kinds of floral visitors did the authors report observing on this plant species? (5 pts) 



B.ii) Were all these species pollinators? (Note: Many floral visitors are parasites, commensals, or non-pollinating 

herbivores) (5 pts) 

B.iii) Of the pollinators, how many match the syndrome you picked? How many differed from it? (5 pts) 

 

CITE THE SOURCE THAT YOU USED 

 


